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The pontifical position of Sri Madhavendra Puri

By Tridandiswami Sreemad DBhaki Rakehak Sridlar Maharag :

Sri Madbavendea Puri is said to be
the =prout of the great tree of devotional
love represented by Sri Clitanya Dev
W the world, He comes of the line
of Sri Madlhwa, the Acharya of the
pure Dwaita ( Dualistio ) philosophy.
It is well koown to astndent of religious
literature that pure Dnalism is one of
the four Theistic Vaishuava Schools of
ancient Indin. As Brahma, the creator
hiwself, has beon weationed to be the
pionear of the Faith, the school is also
kunown as *Brahmas Sampradaya’,

The line of succeseion of the
Acharyas from DBrahma to Madhwa
shows variation, Some count it ns
Brahma, Duorbasa,  Achyu.
tapreksha, while a  sober
seetion holds to the line as Brahma,
Nurada, Vyasa und Madhwa. Because
thouzh Svi Madhwa took his asecetic
order formally from Achyutapreksha,
he s founi all along to be in severe
opposition to the professed eresd of
thiz formal Guru both before and after
the aceceptance of such order. Besides,
Madhwa's propaganda, before he met
Sei Vyasa, was eleacly limited to a
destructive line of vanquishing Maya-
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vada, and it j& only after he came
nnder the Divine Feet of Vyasa Deva,
—the great world.teacher of Theism,—
that lie took up the constructive side
of regular preaching, and mnde converts
and eommentaries ns an
Acharya. Achyuntapreksha, his former
Guru, then submitted to him and was
converted fully to Transcendental
Dualisin from the Mayavada of Sankara,
Thercfore, that Sri Madhwa, as an
Acharysw preaching the positive prin.
ciple of Transcendental Duslizm comes
in the line of Sri Vyasa is considered
more valid and is accepted by the
wiser section,

Sripad Madbavendra Puri was an
Acharya of the Madhwa school and
is considered to be the connecting link
between Madhwa and Gandiya Sampra-
daya. This is accepted both by the
Madbwa as well as by the Madhwa
Gauvdiys-Sampradayas. The authar of
Bri  Sri Gaur-(GGanoddess.Dipika, Sri
Baladeva Vidyabhusan and others have
left anthentic records to that effect,
Bul some suspicion may arize in a
modern empirvie mind as to how ‘Puri’
can possibly come  of the Madhwa
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Sampradava where (he sanyasins go
by tho general title of *Tirtha’.

In answer to thata section in Lhe
Madhwa eommunity wants to say (hat
though ‘Tirtha’, having its sacred
association with ‘Avanda Tirtha'—
Madhwa himself, fonnd szpecial favonr
in the achool and gol prominence as a
weneral title of the sanyasing of the
communily, yot ‘Puri’ and other titles
were not absent altogelher., 1t assorts
that Madhwacharya himsell o= well as
his successors  converted many sanys-
sins of Sankara school and allowed the
retention of their former titles (o
demonstrate their victories over Muya-
vada, and thus Mudhavendra Puri must
either be a disciple of sueh o convert or
o direct convert,  Bul as this seetion
cannot show - auvy authentic record,
sufficient to prove their slatemet, we
do not find any reason Lo wecopl mere
asserlion,

The other seclion, howsver, holds
that Sripad Madhavendra Puri, asa
Gurn of the Doctrine of Transcendental
Love, must have ncoepted his Diksha
(Divine Initistion) from the bona fde
line of ‘I'ranscendental Dualism of
Madhwacharyn  though ho misht have
taken his sanynsa ( formal arscetic
order ) from any other cormmunity. The
section nttaches the real importanes to
Dikalw and points oul the remarkabls
indifference with which a Vaishnava
Achnryn treats the formnl tuking of
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an ascetic order. This party draws
our attention to  Madhwacharya him-
self who took his sanyasa from Achyu.-
tapreksla of the Mayavada school only
to refute the professing faith of the
very Gurua.

The faot that the Vaishnava school
dves not allach much importance Lo
this external formality of ascetic order,
bud congidera it mevely as an oatenta-
tious ndvantage for propaganda work,
12 also maintained by Sri Ramanuju's
example of going through the order
himself without the belp of any Gurn
of any scet whatso.ever. On the other
band the same Ramanujacharys was
seen  perseveringly trying  for the
Grace (in the furm of Mactra Diksha)
from n Vaishnava Guru, times without
number.  Later on Lord Chaitanya
too, showing Hiz anxiety for sanyasa,
tovk it at onee from
available
school

the immediate
Kesava Bharati of Sankara
after him  nepcssury
instreuctions for the same, and is seen
mentioning in modest sportive UXPros.
sion at times this Mayavada conneetion
which an adventurous and interested
eritic often misreads and very prudently
gives his deeree to count Him as one in
the Mayavada Eald.

So it is not delinitely known whether
Sripad Madhavendra Puri had  his
ascelic order from Madhwe Sampra-
daya. But it is snre that he was an
Acharya of the very Sampradunya, T
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is also sure that he was not a mere
convert too, any other seect.
Because his faith and love to  Sri
Krishna and His service swas [ar too
sublime and soaring to keep him even
within the bounds of Madhwa school

from

itself, what to speak of Mayavada
theory which propounds God, soul and
service as all illusion, In faet Madha-
vendra Pari was wol sadbana-siddica
i.e. not one who had to realise his goal
in this life, but wnilya-siddhwca or
eternally salf-realised one.

Trouble, however, arises again as
to the adjustment of several unames in
the pontifical list from Madhwa Lo
Madhavendra Puri.
ignorant of the real nature and object
of spiritual lineage, linds itself in &
blind lane while meddiing with  matter
beyond its scope, and Lries to break
through the walls with animal wrath,
Mow the four divect diseiplea of
Sri Madhwa—Padmanabha,  Narahure,
Madhava and Akshobliya—could come

Ewpiric enguiry,

in a line of pontifical suceession wnd
how they conld occupy the same soat
of the principal Acharya of (he same

institution, each for acven, nine,
gevenleen snd  scventesn  succesaive
years  respectively,—are  congenial

although essentially trivial problems to
these pedants of intellect.
the history shows a very «mall span of
time  between  Sri Chaitanys  and
Vyusuraya Swami. So how can a long
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list of so many Acharyas be possibly
accommodated within this chort period
of time ¢ A puzzle it is, indeed, to a
critie ol foreign experience. Ono may
hope to be excused to draw the atten-
tion of thesc ratiopalistic speculators
to the list of royal succession of the
present Uochin Stats, of course granted
that they are nol conversant with the
special method of inheritance of that
particular Slate, when these [riends
will simply beeome stupefied to find
that even mors than a dozen suceessive
ruling princes are very often con-
temporavies. Thercfore, the correct
reading of pontifical line depends on
our sound knowledge of Sampradaya.
rahusya ( Esotevie Lechnies of spiritual
goeiety ). And, when really blessed
with such light alove, we can find that
sometimes names of remarkable con.
lemporaries are retained and sowetimes
numes that are nol very pruminet are
omitted from the pontifical list,

But the greatncss and importance
of Sri Madhavendra Puri,
does vot lie so much in his being u were
bona file membier of the Madhwa com-
munity, as in his being the pioneer of
the Faith of Transcendental Tove to
Sri Krishoa, to proelaim which the
Great Lord  Sri Chaitanya  Deva
deaconded on Earth. The firet effective
start of Madbura-raga Upasana or
Consortservice to the Youthful Krishnpa,
was really given by Sri Madhavendrs

however,
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Puri. Although the services of Krishna
os the (zopees rendered them in Brinda.
van, were not unknown in Madhwa
Maths, yet the Object of their service
being Bala. Gopala the mode of service
can uaturally be only in Bataslya.rasa
or  Parental affection. The famous
poems of Sripad Madhavendra Goswami
beginning with ‘Oyi Deenn Dayadra
Nutin ete.'. ‘Kamprati Kathaitumese
ete’, ‘Shyamameva Param Rupam ete.’,
not only indicate the highest achieve.
ment of the anthor, but prove 1hat
even men of high religious culture of
the time were qnite stringers to the
sublime thought of deep Consort.love
to Ever.Youthful Krishns, Reality —the
Beauliful, Tiiere is alsa s hint in his
poem of the Advent of a Great Ajostle
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of an extensive and organised propa-
ganda of this blossoming doctrine of
sweet Consort.service to the Youthful
and Beautiful Supreme Person-— Sri
Krishna, the All.love, and it is not
difficult to see the weaniug in the Great
Lord Chaitanya Ueva and His over.
flowing distribution of the nectarine
treasure of Love-service to the Supreme
Krishna.

Sri Nitynnanda, Sri Adwaitacharya,
Sri [shwars Puri, Sri Raogs Puri,
Raghupati (Tpadhyaya and many other
towering porsonalities of great religious
and <ocial importanee of the time, have
been mentionsd to express their high
raverance and spiritual indebtedness to
this  great  saint
imankind,

and  maviour of
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